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St. Martin's Plain, 


+ 
Shorncliffe, 
iingland. 
October 13th, 1915. 


President R.A.Falconer, 
University of "Toronto. 


Dear Dr. Falconer, 


I am sure that you with all 
other University officials at home will rejoice 
to know that there is every prospect that our 
Hospital will proceed on active service overseas 
an early date. We received orders a week ago to 


at 


mobilize for service in the Mediterranean, sailing 


on Sunday last. At the last moment these orders w 


ere 


cancelled and we are marking time, with the prospect 


that we sail the coming Saturday or Sunday. 


Our stores and equipment whi 
had been assembled at Southampton have been transf 
vo Devonport and it is highly probable that we wi 
sail fpr that port. 

BBA pet Our Nursin 
in London and the Officers who 
of the men are mobilized here. 


ng Sisters are asse 
are to go and the 


I think our equipment is abs 


ch 


erred 


ed 


nbled 


joyoidlce 


olut 


ely 


23 complete as we can make it under the circumstances. 


the probable work we will be called upon to do an 
have made provision accordingly. In arranging the 


of equipment desired I have divided the work among 


The Officers have thoroughly discussed all branches 
ao) 


ad we 


of 


lists 


senior men representing the various branches interest 


Captain Mackenzie and Duncan Graham in pathology; 


the 


ed,- 


Colonel Primrose in surgery; Colonel Chambers in Medicine 


and so on. These men have all given the best atte 


ntion 


to the subject and I believe the equipment as they have 


suggested should be thoroughly adequate. Of course 


We 


don't know definitely where we are going or all the 


conditions we will be called upon to face, so that 


when 


we are definitely settled we may find certain deficiencies 


which can then be filled. 


I have written Dr. Clarke giving 


him a list of the Officers who will not be available 


to go away with me and as you will see it is a fairly 


formidable one. However those remaining are quite 


enthushastic and 1 feel that they are capable of handling 
es of 


any conditions that may arise. Two of our eebaee 
last year, Van Wyck and Crompton, have received 


President R.A.Falconer,- ~2= 13/1071. 


Commissions with us and 1 feel that they will be decided 
2cquisitions to the staff. We are also taking away four 
men who would be in their fifth year at the University 

if at home. These men are Sergeant-Major F.M.Johnson, 

and Sergeants H.A.Broughton, R.M.Harvie, and =.G.Berry. 
When the order came asking that all the final-year 
students be returned to the University I called together 
the Officers of the unit who are active in University 
work at home and we thoroughly discussed the whole 
situation. We feel that these men who have worked in the 
most conscientious manner with us for the past six months 
have become almost invaluable for the efficiency of the 
unit. To take them home would cripple us in a way that 

we are powerless to rectify. We feel that the training and 
work that these men have received and will receive is of 
far more practical value to them from a professional 
point of view than they would obtain in the fifth year 
course at home. Yn our advice they rei remained with the 
unit and we sincerely hope that the University will give 
them the fair consideration that a i conduct deserves, 
and will grant them their degrees next spring. We intend 
tO me sO arrange matters that these men will receive the 
most thorough and valuable training that the circumstances 
Will permit. 


I scarcely know what to say to you about the 
matter of supplies which the University ladies have been 
making for us. Had we gone to France I could have arranged 
that they be delivered to us but now the matter has 
become distinctly complicated and until I become intimate 
with the new conditions I cannot speak with any assurance 
on the matter. In discussing this question recently with 
the Director-General here he assured me that there was no 
dearth in the matter of surgical supplies at the disposal 
of the medical authorities and advised me to curtail the 
work and expenditure along this line at home. If that 
advice held good for. conditions in France it is more 
than probable that it’ will hold good in the Hast where 
facilities for transportat ionwill be more or less complicated, 
and there will be considerable probability that the goods 
shipped to us would ever reach us. However I will keep 
you informed on this subject as soon as I am in a position 
to do so. 


The Officers and men are very enthusiastic 
over the prospect of taking up the work we came over here 
to do. This prolonged period of more or less forced 
inaction with a separation of the various elements of the 
unit has been particularly trying to us all under the 
circumstances and at times has been almost depressing. Now 
we are all buoyed up-by being reuhited and having an 
apportunity to work as our University unit. 


President R.A.Palconer- -3- -13/10/15. 


I yesterday cabled you regarding Capt 

MacKenzie. As you know it was arranged that he 

should return to his University work and the orders 
are issued for him to eal on Friday next. At that 
time there was no prospect for our iovement and if 
we did move the pro pee iey was that we would be 

sent to France. Under those conditions we all feel 
that a was perhaps wise that Captain MacKenzie 

should return to Canada but these Mediterranean 

orders have entirely upset our view-point. The work 
there is of an entirely different character to that 
met in France and from the prevalence of typhoid, 
dysentery, etc. we feel that Captain MacKenzie would 
be almost invaluable to the unit, especially as Dumcan 
Graham has not yet been returned to us. It is hard 

to fathom why he has not returned as I have repeatedly 
nsisted that his presence is essential on the staff 
of this unit, and have been assured by every member 

of our Headquarters Staff that he has been ordered to 
report. However, only this morning I learned on good 
authority that no word has yet reached Wim and I have 
dispatched a message to the Director-General to that 
effect. It doesn't loof quite pene to me and I am 
afraid someone is preventing his return to this unit. 
In case such a state of affairs < syelops I will cable 
you asking you to take up the matter with the Minister 
of pe eae and have orders issued by him that Graham 
follow us to our Mediterranean destination.. 


The Nursing Sisters are all well with the 
exception of Miss Fellows who contracted para-typhoid 
in France and is not sufficiently recovered to go with 
use You would be really interested to see the healthy 
appearance of almost every other Sister on the staff. 
Our Officers are also very well. They unite with me in 
sending sincere respects and regards to you and 1 intend 
to keep you posted on future developments regarding 
the unite 


pinceréely, 


Sev oP 


November 22nd, 1915 

Surgecn-Ganeral Jd. A. Roberts, . oy ; 

Nos 4 Canadian General Hospital (University of Toronto), 

Salonika. 

vy dear General Roberts , 

| Allow ma at the bCesinning to congratulate you 
on your promotion, the news of whieh reached the city sean ange 5 
an sure it will be sretifying to your many friends, and I ha ~ is an 
indication that our hospital is ¢iven a very important position in 
connection with the nedical work in the Vediterranean. 

You xill have raceived e cable fror Dr. Clarke 
by this time asking for more news as to what the Hospital is doing. We 
find it necessary to be atle to tell the pubhic something in order to 
maintain the interast of the peonle. They are willing to work but 
they would like te know what tind of work should be Jone, and any. little 
information that you may give from time to tine will bs a ¢reat stimrvlus, 
te are asking you to be éocd enough to send us wonthiv renorts. 

Jt has been extremely interestins to us to know 
Lhat you have gone te Sfalonike, where undoubtedly you will be in the 
thick of the strugsle. fe are watching every day with the greatest 
anxiety news that cones from your cuarter, but we confort ourselves 
with the bebief that being a base hospital at Salonika you will have 
ample protection. You must be in the midst of most interesting 


4 is 


events, and J] suppose that you bear a Sresat deal that never raaches 


the newspaners. fe can only hone thet affairs in the Palksans will 


eventually be less inportant than we Suppose they might be for the 
nore one studies the situation the less reasonable does it seen to be 
that Germany shovld be able to deal a deadly blow so far fron her base, 


rarticularly with her reduced numbers, 


I was Slad to ¢ést your loné letter about a 
afO, and sorry to learn fron it that Pr. & 


ckeown had not done 
to the Mediterranean with you, I have written to ask him what work 


order to find out whether leave 


fortnight 


ha has bean transferred to in Knéland in 
of absenes shall ta continued, 


As you will have heard frow Dr. (C) 
managing to get the work of the F 


culty cf Medicins done 
thoush little difficulties crop up continually, 


arke #6 are 


this winter, 
Our Pathology is 


General Roberts 2 


handed over to wen without much experience, and this morning a 
slight trouble has orisSinated which would not have hannendd if the 
head of one of our departmrents, who is with you, had been home. 
Rowever, we shall work throush thése matters. The attendance in 
Medicine is very large, though in the other Faculties the men are 
fewsr, and there is constant recruiting going on. 

Please give wy kind regards to your Staff. Tell them 
that we often think of them and that a great many people both in and 


4 
cutside the q 
- 


a 
the University have the Hospital in mind. The dadies ar 


still working hard, 


Rith kind regards, I am, 


President, 


Aud 


NO. 4 CANADIAN GENERAL HOSPITAL 
UNIVERSITY .OF . TORONTO 
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With the British Force in Greece, 
December 29th, 1915. 


Dre Cake: Clarke, 
Superintendent, Toronto General Hospital, 
Toronto, Ont. , 
CANADA. 
Dear Dr. Clarke:- 
The excitement following the rush of cases described 
you has pretty well subsided now and we have 
ia into the orderly routine of our hospital work; not that 
1 ff much in our admissions and discharges, 
for ehe average has remained well ‘over the, thousand mark ever 


nee that time, but there has been no constant influx of. convoys 
1 night and discharges to the Ship which characterized the ten 
ays already described to yous. There are, of course, a tremendous 
er of troops here; more than perhaps you have any idea of, 

the eongestion is relieved by the opening up of tw additional 
ral iguetbane not far from us; both’ of which are receiving 
atients, consequently relieving: us of the earlier congestion. We 
are quite willing to have the relaxation come our way temporarily 
put as I have often informed the authorities here if they will 
Bive us 2000 beds and a few more men for the routine work we will 
handle anything up to that number just as easily as we will our 
establishment of 1040, and we are all very much happier when :the 
pressure is greatest. 


The conditions here have changed mewhat in the past two 
weeks owing to the retirement of the Eiliea Forces from Serbia’ and 
Bulgaria and -the assuming of other new: posts in this District. The 
rearrange nent of the troops has considerably altered the view a om 
our encampment and although we ean still see a good many ofath 


in our Piola ty we are also able to make out the french naan ud 
in the hills almost better than those of the British’ who have 
swung off in another direction from that originally occupied. 


The building operations ‘or our huts which: had’ commenced 
Shortly after December lOth, proceeded very slowly ‘and had, in 
fact, only progressed so far as to have the outline of the hut 
positions marked out by shallow trenches in the ground and thirt 
or forty loads of stone for foundation purposes deposited. on’our 
grounds. Then. suddenly came. the change in the general British 
position and coincident with this the orders for the cessation of 
all building Operations here. iver since our arrival we have, beem 
living in an atmosphere of uncertainty, each day. ‘bringing 5 fresh 
rumour.as to our ultimate disposition and the imoression has. béen 
given that from day to day we might. look for a change in our’ site. 
In consequence we are still occupying the more or less crowded 
confines in which we' pitched our first encampment. in order. to. 
conform .to the plan outlined by the. Hngineers' Department, and 
unless something of a definite nature develops soon it looks as 
though we would continue. to occupy our present Situation for. the 
immediate future at any rate. For four or. five weeks following 
our arrival here even the local military authorities were unable 
to give any definite information concerning: the probable duration 
of. our stay, in fact e general impression Seemed. to be that the 


ii 
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whole movement of the iroous from this district: micht. take place 
at any times, Jnder these circumstances, 1% was absolutely imposs- 
ible -for,me to forward any plans to-you concerning’ our future 
movements or. our future needs ‘in our work here. As ae matter. of 


fact, I am not much better postéd at the present moment than Iwas 
then save in the one fact that: it is highly probable we will. be 
stationed here for.an indefinite period. 

The real needs of the: hospital from the surgical point of 
View have scarcely developed ac yet owing ‘to the lack of any. act- 
ive.fighting having taken place, save the few cas se te result- 
ing inthe reti ent from Serpe. Our supply cf dressings, -ete.:, 
taken with us = Canada’ is» far. from being exhausted and With 
the additional ‘consignment which you have advised me is on the way, 
we shoulda be well supplied for a considerable: time to come.’ The 
bulk of) our: work ts) as b : 0 Ti he Gi 


I think the total number ‘od 
is something like 140. We 
to handle, usually the resu 
ents’ and gun shot wounds; 


our Surgeons does not have 


to reconstruct some poor 
or other of these ways. 


have a ‘fa 


‘@ 
qn é es BEER Sigh SH 474 
ing on ‘our: work. but ther 
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mented from home i YOu GOULG 


our supply of unorepar : 
we have. been promised a fresh 


laboratory would like you to ask Pred ryote are BEPROs a9 
he is) to méke up about 500 .e.c¢.. of Wrigh i 


heave some reserve on hand 3 
one Who.is inva -better. por st a. ol. 
Primrose has just told. me that he thinks you send about $500. wirth 
Of No. Tand No.2, principally the latter: size. | Novocaine is also 
a very scarce article here. and we think ike miehe be able to get 
wome.to better advantage in Canada or the ited States. 6 Wexare 
also in need of surgical plaster for the peebanueion of casts, 
splints, ete. You know the leaning of most of our surgeons: towards 
the use.of plaster in all, cases where a@ splint can be uged and as 
we have’ had a good many fractures. to dealwith our supply is very 
low: I> think we obtained this either from’ you or the Siek Child- 
rens' Hospital, I. am inclined to believe the latter. Col. Chamber 

would like a half-dozen haemocytometers and ae duodenal pump. The 
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it out in something that won't Gresik as. cus this stuit:is sur 6540 
be knocked around pretty well before it gets to us. TI have been in 
communicetion with the British Red Cross, authorities and have been 
assured. that they will forward without delay any materials addresse 
to us that are sent through them, and we have sent. our tracers to 
try and locate all the articles mentioned in your earlier letter as 
having been sent by you. No doubt we will hear something about 


them ‘before long. 


I wish you would convey to the ladies who were so 

to raise the $250. for Christmas cheer in the hospital some i 
of how: much it. was evpreciated. by the men. .‘Owing.to our. isols 
position we were completely out. of touch with any of the wsus 


1 

ehannels through which the Christmas cheer comes to the troops 
rt 2. 

Vv mee 
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we been in France. our Canadian bao ross Society would have rn- 
ished turkeys and Fue puddin for Christmas: dinner for all the 
patients, but being so far ets their circular dealing with: the 


matter: reached me cay on Christmas Day, .so it was well that we 
depended only: on our: own efforts to make he eelebration appear in 
some small measure at least to resemble what Christmas should 
represent. The pe50. did not cover expenses as we had about. 1060 
patients to provide for and the a tak here are quite exbtrbitant 

for everything. ‘he supply .@lso-is very timited,and had ‘I. not. hac 
the foresight to purchase some uk ay s about three weeks before 
Christmas and herd them in an prelosune behind our lines,.we would 
have been absolutely without any fowl. for the day. The price. of 
turkey went up to. 90 and. 100 drachma per bird the day before Christ- 
mas, and although perhaps. thet was an exceptional price,I met a 

eood many men who had paid from 50 to 60 drachma for their Christmas 
turkey. (AS you know five drachma equal) roughly our $1.00). 


About our Christmas here I can sum the whole of our celebration 
up by hs ing that it was a decided success in every way. [I had 
procur all the available material for decorating the wards, and 
ehthoush twas not very much, still the ingenuity of the men 
enebled them to supplement it very largely by the use of all. the 
coloured bits of paper they eould find, most of this. coming from 
the wravpings of dressings, parcels, ete. Their originality in 
eyeere us designs from this material, supplemented by the free 


use of elev verly executed mottoes, gave a very bright and cheery 
appearance to. the wspital. They also used absorbent cotton 
very largely in their decorative shhemes, outlining words and 
figures of sll kinds on the tient..wall by litgle pieces. of ‘this 
materiel adhering to suspended blankets or to: the’ tent walls 
themselves. In almost eve sry case the inscriptions, were an eulogy 
of Canadaor No. 4 Canadian General Hospital, a great Bea. of 


hem having words of. praise for the Officers and Nursing pa 


in: charge of. the various sections. Tt was most pleasing to se 
how the Christmas spirit permeated all the sick. They were 
delighted. that we took so much interest in: them and tried to mate 
the time Stas ecu in the nature of a’ delebration for them. All 


of the convalescents directed their energies for two or three 
days prior to the date in suoplementing our work by every means 


in their ‘power. & great many of these men have latent designing 
and drawing abilities and some of their decorations were not only 
riginal but very cleverly done. mach man received a parcel 


containing a number of articles such as would be useful to Tommy 
under the present circumstance such as handkerchiefs; muffler, 
socks, shaving sanders of all kinds:: soap: tooth brush; razor; 


gloves or mittens; garettes; tobaceo;: pipe; chocolate and: the 
ustal nuts, raisins ae oranges thrown in Por good measure. f 


course we had to, be.a little guarded as to the e¢ases receiving 
all these extras but the men were very good about carrying out 
our instructions and 

any patient showed il 
with his stomach:on Christmas Day. Some of the dummy soldiers 
made by the patients around the wards were particularly ingenious. 
BY arranging a- series of: pulleys they were able :to make them sal- 
ute and go through a Pew simple movements of that kind whenever an 


Officer avdoroached their wards, much to their own and the bystand- 
ers amusement. Rhe censors have Linton me a number of letters 
written from the hospital since Christmas and IT almost felt like 


vendt ne it home to youe The poor 


making a copy of, one of them and 
ny efforts we made on their 


chaps have certainly appreciated 


tA 
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behslf and as one old soldier with many years army experience said, 


he had never known a Christmas to compare with this since. he join- 
ed the army. 


About moon & burlesque shel match was put on by the 
UVfficers of the Unit, a full report of which T°’ hope. will be sent 
to you at a later date... The Rene also had an abbreviated foot-ball 
match shortly. after dinner. »Ip the evening the Nsc.0"s and. Men 
gave a concert in their mess tent, which was attended by everyone 


as a result. we had very few instances in which 
1 affects as a result of the liberties he took 


| 


It was mighty well done and I sm enclosing you one of the programmes 


in case it might interest you. 


I. am glad to report that we have been free from sickness 
among the Officers for a couple of weeks now, although one.or two 
of the Nursing Sisters have been off for a couple of days ata 
time. One of the girls, Miss Oram, has been running a. slight 
temperature, 99.2 or 4, and fPecling a bit miserable for the last 
few days, but we have kept her off duty, ‘and the Physicians are 
not at all worried over her condition and have informed me that 
whe will be about again in a few days. Immediately following 
the cold snap suaxtsx of three weeks ago several of this nurses 
were off duty for. a few days suffering from .chilblains.. The 
condition affected the hands of some, the feet of others, and was 


saved 


eharac teri ed by swelling of a puffy character, redness, a cert- 
2in smount of general inflammatory reaction and in some cases 
Veslantion. AS,.$00n ag any Signs of the condition developed the 
Sisters were taken off duty, and I. am glad to say that we heve not 
had any fresh cases develop during the past three weeks. I think 
it was entirely due to the cold@ damp.weather accompanied by the 
extreme high winds, and the fact that it.was impossible for us. to 
provide an adequate supply of hot water for the work on the wards. 
1 feel, that any. difficulties the Sisters will have. to meet will 
come .from..the Sround up rather than. from the general atmospheric 
conditions ag owinz to the peru l lar character ofthis ‘clay it 
assumes the consistency of putty when wet and remains damp and 
cold for days: following:.éach ptorn. Personally the ‘only discom- 
fort I feel is from this souree and I have a good. deal of dif?- 
iculty at such times in keeping my feet vroperly warm. TI have 
been trying to impress upon Miss Hartley the necessity of the 
Sisters protecting themselves against this condition no matter 
howK. unmilitary their. costumes may sppear, and I think they are 
doing so: now, At least I hope so. Tt is ‘peally oe ae how 
comfortably the girls have settled down in these bi Anal ei hed 
ern. tents.. You know a man never. could meke a tent o 
else look very homelike, but before the girls were ti 
than’ a) day that peculiar feminine touch came into ple 
waved © fairy wandd Anyway theyr tents are. the cost 
places you could imagine... Ihave succeeded in getting 
walled hospital marquee which we have pitched in their 


e4 
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and wilusée: it asa hospitel: ward for any. of the Sisters. who 
may be ill in the future. This will facilitate prover attention 
both from a medical end nursing; standpoint. 


Concerning al 


1 your: pa srhin eae) friends in the Unit J need 
f*nothing as [am sure-both 


Say both Mackenzie and Col. Peg ser Keep TR 
ue ch with you more or Less fea ithfully, but:.f do want you to know 


just how well Prim. has played the game, ever lee he left home. 
te is not the game man I knew in our work there; and is absolutely 
unselfish and WH epay Le in. his efforts to do ev 

scilentiously and thoroughly. as only Prim. knows how to do it. 
Graham Chambers is like a doy of ar again: in fact he is: quite. the 
youngest member of the Unit. He spends his evenings now learning 
to, play<bridge, but according to Dennie McGillivray the learning 
operation is absolutely hopeless. Graham has ‘secu red a number of 
books on the, subject but the more he reads the worse he plays, 
according to Don. some of ‘their conversations duri ng én evening 
are really as good as a. vaudeville show. 


3 This Dental Department. of ours is 4n eee alain | important 
factor in our hospital work and: I simply do ‘not know how to: f 
adequate words to convey my appreciation of the work done by Ca 
Gow and Capt. Mellory. .There has been no ‘other Dental Departmen 
opened here so far and these men have tried to carry on for al 
British troops in this: District. -The number is well over 100,00 
and: their elinic has been besieged from morning till night by men 
of every ranks The Department is working so hard that.tI am just 
a little nervous for fear these men will play out and have insis 
that.they take off at: least e half dsy each week. The strain aoe 
certainly beginnine.to.tell. I feel that under. the circumst anges 
we should have another dental surgeon with us as practically eve 
man coming. into the hospital requires more or less dental pou cherie 
The condition of the Tommieé'’s mouths is. simply bad beyond descript- 
ion. T am sure - do not eBaggerate when I.-say that: each man: coming 
ires the attention of a dental surgeons for from one’ to ten 


in requi 0 
0 ao time. “Even then the reltef civen would be on: of “the 
hours of his ti ; then the’ rely Bive ul e only, ‘of 4 
most temporary character. I would very. much like to have. Dr. Guy 
lume » Bloor. Ste Bast lf LP havesto nave a. third,..and if the 
jume: of 2 


Local Buthorities are willing to supplement my dental statt Towit 
make application for him directly both:-th the Senior Dental Offic 
in England, and to ovr Militia Department at home. 
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UNIVERSITY oF TORONTO 


With the British Force in Greece, 


March 21, 1916. 


President R. A. Falconer C.M.G., Litt.D., 
The University, 
Toronto, Ont., 
CANADA. 
Dear President Falconer,- 


I have refrained from writing to you for some time as 
I have considered that in writing to the Dean I have been 
writing to you as well. Anything I have had to say to 
him has been for your information as much as for him and 
this fact I attempted to make plain so that the letters 
would be immediately sent to you. I trust that this 
arrangement has proved quite satisfactory as I considered 
it would be inadvisable to send two letters containing the 
same subject matter. 


In the first place I wish to express my personal and 
sincere thanks to you for the interest you have shown in 
my family. Mrs. Roberts has informed me of the kindly 
way in which you visited her at the time of the baby's 
recent illness and that kindly thought on your part has 
appealed to me in a very particular spot, as my wife and 
kiddies are about the only things in this world worth 
while, according to my view point. It is extremely 
gratifying to me to learn from recent letters that the 
baby’s health seems to be improving although my wife has 
had to shoulder a great deal of responsibility and worry 
on account of this dear little girlie. 


On receipt of your letter I spoke to Capt. MacKenzie 
regarding his University work next Season and we both feel 
that it is his duty to return to you as soon as you wish to 
ask for him. It has been a source of considerable comfort 
and help to have him with us during the past Winter but 
as there seems little probability that we will be called 
upon to face any of the severe Balkan epidemics, such as 
typhus, cholera etc., we feel that Mackenzie's usefulness 
to the University far transcends any other consideration. 

We are also satisfied that Duncan Graham and Imrie are 
perfectly capable of satisfactorily carrying on the laboratory 
work here, 


We have discussed the question of celebrating the 
anniversary of the organization of this Unit but as yet have 
arrived at no definite conclusion as to the form this celebra- 
tion will take. lowever, it is my intention to read your 
letter to the Officers and Sisters on that date no matter 
what else we may do to remind us of the fact that we have 
Deen in existence as a hospital representing the University 
of Toronto for one year on March 25th. 


Col. Chambers has returned to England but you can 
rest assured that the strength of the hospital in the 
Medical Department has not evidenced any weakness to date, 


I am writing the Dean in the course of a few days 
so will reserve any items of news for that letter, 


With sincere regards, I am, 
Yours sincerely, 
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UNIVERSITY ofr TORONTO 
With the British Force in Greece, 


May 6, 1916, 


President R. A. Falconer C.M.G., Litt.D., 
The University, 
Toronto, Ont., 
CANADA, 


Dear President Falconer,- 


21 that I must let you have immediately, the 
particulars relating to the sad accident resulting in 
the death by drowning of Captain Norman Yellowlees, 
as I know how all his friends at home will be anxiously 
waiting for particulars concerning it. I am sending 


this to you as I have already advised you by cable 
asking you to convey the sad information to his parents 


n 

I also feel that you can convey the particulars to them 
in a much nicer way than I could by making any bald 
statements in a letter. 


About 2.30 AM., Friday, May 5th, the camp was 
awakened by sounds of heavy gun fire from the war ships 
and the anti-aircraft batteries in our immediate vicinity 
and on emerging from our tents we beheld one of the most 
spectacular sights we have seen since coming to this area. 
Several search-lights from the war ships and the anti- 
aircraft stations had got the Zeppelin in their rays and 
it was evidently making frantic efforts to escape these 


attentions. The batteries were making excellent practice 
apparently, the shells bursting in the immediate vicinity 
of the giant air-ship. The continued use of rockets 


also added to the spectacle and for a time the clear 
starry night was made almost as bright as day from the 


incessant illuminations. The artillery practice continued 
for about ten minutes and then the Zeppelin was lost to the 
search-light beams. Some 20 minutes later several severe 


explosions resembling bombs were heard from the direction 
of the Sea toward the mouth of the Galiko and Vardar rivers. 
Shortly afterwards a tremendous flame was seen to shoot 
high into the heavens and continue for a few minutes. When 
this sibvsided the fire continued to assume the shape of a 
long fat cigar and from here appeared to be low down either 
in the sea or on the ground close to the sea. It was 
visible for fully half an hour and one of the search-lights 
on a war ship near the point at the entrance of the harbour 


continued to illuminate the area from which the flames arose 
for a considerable time. Later the fire gradually burned 


down until only a glow persisted, 


On calling up the Main Signal Station we were informed 
that the authorities belie 


ved the Zeppelin had been destroyed 
and early in the morning word was brought to us from the 
French Artillery Camp that one of the French aviators had 
visited the scene in an aeroplane shortly after sunrise and 
had confirmed the rumour of the destruction of the Zeppelin, 
the explanation being that the giant air-craft had been so 
injured by our fire that it was forced to descend and when 
doing so had thrown out its bombs before coming too close to 
the earth. On alighting the crew set fire to it and escaped 
into the night in the marshy area surrounding the mouth of the 
Vardar, 


=; $= 
In the morning, from our camp one could plainly 
distinguish against the sky-line a heaped up mass of 
wreckage which to the naked eye looked like a group of 
small trees but under examination with the glasses 
assumed the outline of a distorted mass of steel structure, 
Smoke arose from the area for a considerable time also. 
Everyone about the camp was considerably excited 
over the success of our aviaieetar 4 defences in bringing 
down the Zeppelin and greatly gratified at having witnessed 
the magnificent spectacle of the early morning. Naturally 
the curiosity of everyone was aroused to view the wreckage 
from close quarters and many of the Officers asked permission 
to make an effort to reach it. During the morning several 
parties started off on foot and some others borrowed horses 
for the undertaking. 
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that the stream looked too et and 
o he felt that if others had crossed 


it at any other point hens should make a search along the bank 
and discover by the horses' tracks where the crossing had been 
effected, but Captain Yellowlee es over-ruled him and urgec 

his horse into the stream driving it at an angle upward again 
the current. Captain Wilson followed directly behind him 

his horse's nose being so close that it was actually tou ching 
the tail of Captain Yellowlees' mount They had proceeded 


only a few yards from the 
lost their footing did 
What occurred to Captain 
moments, Captain Wilson 


ay 
chit 


bank when suddenly both horses 
isappeared completely under the water, 
Yellowlees during the next few 
is unable to say as he was fully 


occupied in clinging to his mount. He had sufficient presence 
of mind to grasp the saddle and with his heels urged the horse 
in its struggles against the current. In a few seconds 
Captain Wilson's horse regained footing and after considerable 
effort struggled up the bank which was apparently fairly steep 
o this point. Just as he reached the top Captain Wilson 


neard Captain Yellowlees 
aeaet and excited at the 


fron the horse's right s 
and he fell to the 


ground directly 


call "George", and being greatly 
moment he attempted to throw himself 
ide but his foot caught in the stirrup 


under the horse's feet. 


The animal plunged a little but in an instant he was able to 
disengage his foot and rushed into the water in an endeavour 
to reach Captain Yellowlees, He swam toward him and 
succeeded in getting within three or four yards of him. 
Captain Yellowlees was unable to swim and his struggles aided 
by the force of the current were only forcing him farther away 


from the shore, While Captain Wilson was still three or 
four yards away Captain Yellowlees disappeared under the water 
and was not seen again alive, Captain Wilson being burdened 
with all his clothes, belt, haversac, camera, water bottle, 
etc., was almost exhausted by this time and had the greatest 
difficulty in reaching the bank where he lay for some time in 


h 

an exhausted condition before being able to make any further 
efforts. His account of his immediate subsequent actions 

ry clear and evidently the poor chap was in such a 
state of acute mental and physical exhaustion that his mind 
is more or less a blank as to what occurred for some time 
subsequent to his regaining the shore, In the meantime 
Captain Yellowlees!' horse had regained the bank although 
Captain Wilson did not see it do so and has no recollection 
of what happened to it at the time but when he was able to 
get up and make further efforts, both horses had disappeared, 
He seems to have been so much upset that for three hours 
following the incident he was more or less completely lost 
as to his surroundings and wandered about and struggled in the 


marsh, at times to his arm-pits in mud and water, Many times 
he had to lie down in an exhausted condition until his strength 
returned and he was able to renew his efforts. Finally he 


Lp 


found a track which led him out of the marsh and eventually he 
reached the Galiko River. This he forded and proceeded toward 
Tekeli. While nearing this point he was fortunately met by 
three of the Officers of our own Unit, Majors McVicar, King 
Smith and Royce. These Sfficers declare that Captain Wilson's 
condition was pitiable due to his extreme mental and physical 
exhaustion. They conveyed him to camp when every step was 
taken to counteract the effects of his trying experience, 


As soon a: 


s word concerning Captain Yellowlees! death 
ached camp, th 
d n 


re e military authorities in Salonica were notified 
and steps taken to institute a rigorous search for the recovery 
of his body. The conditions to be faced are peculiar and 


exceedingly hard to overcome. The area in which the accident 
took place is a tremendous marsh formed by the estuary of the 
Vardar and Galiko rivers which break up into several channels 
as they approach the sea, This marshy area extends about 

15 miles from Salonica City, almost to the foot hills of Mount 
Olympus. The above mentioned channels are of various depths 
depending upon the amount of rain which has fallen and in 

some places the water continuously stands in great marshy 
tracts of varying extent. Everywhere the ground is covered 
with a dense growth of rushes, reeds and marsh grass which some- 
times rises to the height of twelve to fifteen feet. Along 

the borders of the water courses there is also a growth of 

more or less stunted bushes, In most places it is absolutely 
impracticable to attempt to cross this area. Recent heavy 
rains have tended to deepen the marshy areas, making the going 
worse than usual. Few of us knew anything about the 
conditions that would have to be overcome before the Zeppelin 
could be reached as none of the available maps have any accurate 
particulars relating to this marshy tract, otherwise not a 
single man would have thought of undertaking the trip. Where 
the water courses enter the sea the channel is widened and 
becomes much shallower. In many places a distinct bar 


varying in depth from a few inches to two or three feet is 
met with. The channel at all points consists of soft mud, 
Captain Wilson and other Officers who had seen something o 
the district where the accident took place informed me tha 
it would be impossible to follow the stream to the sea; also 
the strength of the current here was judged to be from eight 

to ten miles an hour, Under these circumstances we felt that 
it would be necessary to attack the problem from the sea front 
side, 


t 


With this object in view I went into the City early 
this morning and after handing in a report to the Base 
authorities I enlisted the assistance of the Provost Marshal's 
department and through them reached the Greek Military and Police 
authorities so as to disseminate the word concernins the drowning 
among all classes who would be most likely to come in contact 
with the body and I also instructed them to offer a reward to 


the person who should recover the body. Then I saw the Naval 
authorities and they are doing everything in their power to aid 
me in the matter. Later I rene to the Greek Officer in charge 


of the Port and through him had the fishermen of the district 
notified and warned to be on the look out and even enlisting 


their assistance in the search. I also procured the services 
of a motor boat with which I propose to daily patrol the area 
involved, After having done this, two Greek boatmen who 


are supposed to know the area,fastened their boats behind the 
motor boat and we started for the estuary in the region of which 
I judged the stream in which Norman was drowned entered the 
ocean. My search along the water front was a bit disappointing 
as a great deal of hard work resulted only in exploring a few 

of the numerous channels which presented, Owing to the low- 
lying character of the land it was impossible to see beyond 
one's immediate vicinity hence no distinguishing inland marks 

ould be used as guides, 


This morning another party under Colonel Hendry's direction 


proceeded to the scene of the accident on foe nek ceke and after 
considerable difficulty they succeeded in following the stream 


to its outlet into the sea, roe “morrow morning I must hold 
an official Court of Enquiry to satisfy the military demands 


of such a case and as so0n as Pate proceedings are completed 
I propose, along with Colonel Hendry to try and take a motor 
boat or some other suitable craft up the channel in the hopes 


that we may be successful in recovering the body and if not 
to gain all necessary information to aid us in carrying out 
a further systematic patrol of the waters involved. Also I 


propose enlisting the services of the Naval authorities in 
case they have any seamen who are trained in grappling operations 
as I will feel very much happier once I have dragged at least 
a considerable area of the stream in the vicinity of where the 
accident actually occurred, We are determined to leave absolutely 
no stone unturned in our endeavour to recover Captain Yellowlees! 
body and as you may judge from the foregoing we instituted the 
search with all the thoroughness that we could cOmmand and are 
momen: the assistance of anyone and everyone who we feel 

ould be useful in the matter. I will advise you in the course 
se a few days how matters are progressing and I sincerely trust 
that I will be able to report a favourable termination. 
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Way 19th, 1916 
General J. A. Roberts, 


Officer Commanding No. 4 Canadian General Hospital, 


Dear Cenerali Roberie: 


Jogspital bas sustsxined in the death o 
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ar gure, not only a ioss in tO you and the 


" a Poh tin Se on re | win? 
regbers of the staff a reai grief. 
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IT réoeived your cable on Sunday evening, and 


inmediately went over to deliver the sad news to Vrs. Yellowlesas and ner 
daughter. You way imagine what, a shock it was to ther, Vr. Yellowlees 


unfortunateiy wag from home, but we got hig on Lond distance telerhone 
4, and bY great exertions he caught the 
night train, though aven then there was an accident on the train fron 
which, however, he bad no injury. hey are taking their loss bravely, 
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BOLE TeSSage Came whrough tndland stating thet 


bis horse sank in a foraes when he was croasing a ewift river on his way 


OB wreck, and that he was carried away by the stream. Also tbat sore 
of the nurses saw hin at the time and therselves narrowly escaped, Tt 
has been a comfort to his tarily to know that he was doing his Juty at 


the tive, ang of course they are survising as to what kind of Guty he 


WHS endaged in, fe are ail waiting patiently for a letter 


core in a few weeks. T have on all sides heard expressions of great 
regret. You will realise even more than we do his true worth, Ry 
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this time you will have bad other arrangements wade for his place, and 
the work Of progressing satgsfactorily. We are getting 
y, the List of the fallen now being over fifty. 
The last one was poor Kylie, who digg on Sunday torning in Owen Sound 
of typhoid fever, Re was Adjutant of the 147th and I think there is 
no doubt that his strenuous military duties laid him open to the 
disease, Yhen the war is cver and you cowe back you will find our 
ranks thinner, but IT cannot heip hoping that the war may close before 
whe beginning of the winter. 

Will you kindly arrange with J. J. Mackenzie to leave 


Salonica in time to arrive here not later than the third week in 
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Le 


September ? If you will let we know by return rail when he should 


leave Salonica in orger to make connections ‘I will at once cormunicate 
with the Militia Departwent and get ther to authorise his return, 


The Dean also tells we that we are greatly hampered 


by the absence of Dr. Watson, and toat if you think he can be S pared 
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and that the other surgeons will not feel that bis coring would throw 
undue burden upon them or te a favour shown to him ve should be glad 


to ask for his recall, 


I have almost core to believe that there ray nov be a big driv 


this summer, and possibly you may not have such a Pun upon your Hospital 
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Primrose and the ovhers,. Unfortunately Dr. 
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as rapid headway as we could wish, though fred Starr to 
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chat be does not find anything marignanr. 


With kind regards, I am, 


Yours sincerely, 


UNIVERSITY oF TORONTO 


With the British Force in Greece, 


June 19, 1916. 


President R, A. Falconer C.M.G., Litt.D., 
The University, 
Toronto, Ont., 
CANADA, 
Dear President Falconer:- 


Your letter of May 19th has just reached me and 
I wish to thank you very much for all the expressions 
of sympathy contained. We have all missed Norman 
very much, He was the sort of a young man who 
improved very very much on acquaintance and it is putting 
our feelings toward him very lightly when I tell you 
that he was loved and respected by every member of thi 
organization. As you doubtless know long before this, 
we were able to recover his body although all the frantic 
efforts that I made for the first two weeks were 
absOlutely unavailing. The body was found on a shoal 
just at the mouth of the river as it emerged into the 
bay of Salonica and was discovered by one of the Naval 
patrols that we had requisitioned for our assistance. 
Naturally, you will understand that the body was not in 
a fit state for transportation or even for delaying the 
funeral ceremony beyond a very few hours after its 
recovery from the water. He was buried with full military 
honours in the British Military cemetery as soon as possible 
after we obtained possession of the body. I might state 
that Col. Hendry and I were able to positively identify 
the remains. There is not the slichtest doubt on that 
point, 


The Officers of the Unit are erecting a suitable moniment 
over Norman's grave and we are having it erected in the most 
substantial manner possible for the preservation of the area, 
a solid brick wall being built into the ground to a depth 
of about three feet around the srave and two large marble 
slabs cemented above with a suitable inscription on the upper 


slab. It not only gives one the greatest sense of security 
concerning his remains but it is also the best and most 
substantial type of memorial that we can obtain. I have 


written to his father and other relatives full particulars 
concerning his death and burial so I fancy you will have no 
further need of conveying this information to them unless you 
feel so inclined. The news concerning Sisters accompanying 
him and being witnesses of the tragedy is absolutely without 
foundation, Not a single Sister left Camp on that day. 
Capt. Yellowlees and Capt. Geo. Wilson were entirely alone 

at the time and were seven or eight miles from camp. The 
rumour that some of the Sisters also had a narrow escape 

from drowning is a statement as far from the truth as could 
possibly be made. I cannot wnderstand how any sane person 
could originate such an unfortunate revort as that was. 


Doubtless by this time you know all the details concerning 
the death of Col. Primrose's son Howard and I can assure you 
the news was received in this camp with every feeling of the 


most genuine sympathy and consideration for Lieut. Col. 
Primrose and his family. Col. Primrose, by his thoroughly 
manly, upright conduct and persistent honourable efforts 

to aid this organization in every detail that lay in his 
power has endeared himself to every member of it and 

to none more than to the Commanding Officer. I have not 
bothered consulting Prim very much on military affairs, 
because, as you will understand, I alone must handle and 
know absolutely every detail associated with the carrying 

on of this hospital. Any other course would only lead 

to confusion of action and the consequent unsatisfactory 
conditions that must result. Prim's lack of earlier military 
training perhaps accounts for this because there is no 

person to whom I would sooner turn for counsel and assistance 
in the various emergencies that have arisen than to Col. 
Primrose. His presence, however, has been at all times the 
greatest comfort to me and when I have gone to him for 

advice and consultation his judgment on the various subjects 
submitted has always been broad minded and extremely loyal 

to me and to the organization. He has my complete confidence, 
respect and admiration. After the announcement of his 
son's death he bore up bravely before us all and tried to 
carry on as though nothing had happened but in a few days it 
was not heard to see that he was almost heart broken and that 
his whole mental trend turned toward his wife and her anxiety 
at home. Under the circumstances I went to him and had 

a talk with him, Col. Hendry and Lieut. Col, McGillivray 

and we decided that in fairness to Prim I showld apply for 
Leave of absence with permission for him to return home. 

This has been done and he is to embark on the Hospital Ship 
"Formosa" which sails to-morrow morning. I am mighty 

sorry indeed to see Prim go. I will miss him more than I 
can tell you but I also feel that in fairness to him it is 
the only course that could be pursued under the present 
circumstances, 


I am losing by the same steamer another of my Officers 
who has been particularly valuable to me at all times 
since leaving home. I refer to Capt. Geo. Boyer. He has 
been an extremely able, conscientious Officer in the discharge 
of his duties here and his work has always been very 
reliable, He will be a hard man for me to replace and just 
at the present juncture I shall miss him very much. In 
December last, when he first received news concerning his 
mother's serious illness Capt. Boyer applied for leave of 
absence to return home to her but this was refused. Some 
of his friends at home then took up the matter with the 
Canadian Militia Department with the result that leave was 
granted to him on that authority. The word came to me some 
time ago but as Capt. Boyer's mother had recovered from the 
effects of her operation he was not anxious to leave here at 
that time but asked that the leave might remain open in 
order that he could return home in case his mother's illness 
assumed a serious phase. I again applied for him along 
those lines but a few days ago received a peremptory order 
from the War Office stating that Capt. Boyer must accept his 
leave immediately. In compliance with this order he is 
returning home. 


Some two months ago I applied for the return of Capt. 


J. J. MacKenzie to England as he was very anxious, apparently, 
to spend the Summer there, We have received no further 
communication concerning him since that date but indirectly, 
through Lieut. Col. Adami in London we were informed that 

the permission had been granted and that we could expect its 
receipt at any time. It has not arrived to date and I think 
MacKenzie is getting a little anxious when he sees all the 
Others going away. However, I can do nothing further in the 
matter but I am writing General Jones again and would advise »° 
you at home, to apply through the Militia Department for his 
return in order to make absolutely certain that it will 

go through, 


Concerning Capt. B. P. Watson, I have not been able to 
talk the matter over with him since the receipt of your 
letter as he is visiting some friends out of camp this 
evening but I will discuss the situation as soon as he 
returns. In his case also it would expedite matters 
greatly if you would make your application to the Minister 
of Militia at the same time you are applying for J. J. 
MacKenzie, 


The hospital has been moved from the old site on the 
Monastir Road and is now occupying what is known as the new 
hut site at Kalamaria, some two miles to the East of 
Salonica,. We have a magnificent group of buildings, 
compactly and conveniently arranged, absolutely new and 
when all the conveniences are in place I can assure you 
there will be no finer military hospital in the whole of 
the British Military Service. As you doubtless already 
know, the hospital has earned for itself a unique and 
particularly gratifying position in the military world here and 
from many letters that I have recently received from 
England and France, notably one from the Director of Medical 
Services, I can inform you that the work which the hospital 
has done has placed it very high in the seale of such 
military organizations. Although we have lost a number of 
the senior men I do not want you to feel that the efficiency 
of this institution is impaired in the slightest. We are 
capable of doing just as much and just as good work now as 
we ever were, I will probably fill all the vacancies with 
a younger group of men but you can rest satisfied that the 
reputation of the University will not suffer in consequence, 


After the return of Lieut. Col. Chambers to England, 
Major Don McGillivray was placed in charge of the medical 
work and at the same time I made application for promotion 
for several of my Officers, Major McGillivray among them, 
Yesterday I received official notification from the War Office 
that Major McGillivray's promotion to the rank of Lieut. Col. 
had been approved but that the others asked for could not be’ | 
granted at the present time, 


Everyone joins with me in sending sincere respects and 
very best wishes to the President. 


Yours faithfully, 
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